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Mahmoud's passion for his wife Fereiba, a schoolteacher, is greater than any love she's ever
known. But their happy, middle-class world—a life of education, work, and comfort—implodes
when their country is engulfed in war, and the Taliban rises to power.Mahmoud, a civil engineer,
becomes a target of the new fundamentalist regime and is murdered. Forced to flee Kabul with
her three children, Fereiba has one hope to survive: she must find a way to cross Europe and
reach her sister's family in England. With forged papers and help from kind strangers they meet
along the way, Fereiba make a dangerous crossing into Iran under cover of darkness. Exhausted
and brokenhearted but undefeated, Fereiba manages to smuggle them as far as Greece. But in
a busy market square, their fate takes a frightening turn when her teenage son, Saleem,
becomes separated from the rest of the family.Faced with an impossible choice, Fereiba pushes
on with her daughter and baby, while Saleem falls into the shadowy underground network of
undocumented Afghans who haunt the streets of Europe's capitals. Across the continent Fereiba
and Saleem struggle to reunite, and ultimately find a place where they can begin to reconstruct
their lives.

“Expertly depicting the anxiety and excitement that accompanies a new life, Hashimi’s gripping
page-turner is perfect for book clubs.” — Library Journal (starred review)“A must-read saga
about borders, barriers, and the resolve of one courageous mother fighting to cross over.” — O,
the Oprah MagazineFrom the Back CoverBy turns astonishing, frightening, and triumphant,
When the Moon Is Low chronicles one brave Afghan woman's odyssey to save her familyIn
Kabul, we meet Fereiba, a schoolteacher who puts her troubled childhood behind her when she
finds love in an arranged marriage. But Fereiba's comfortable life implodes when the Taliban
rises to power and her family becomes a target of the new fundamentalist regime. Forced to flee
with her three children, Fereiba has one hope for survival: to seek refuge with her sister's family
in London.Traveling with forged papers and depending on the kindness of strangers, Fereiba
and the children make a dangerous crossing into Iran under cover of darkness, the start of a
harrowing journey that reduces her from a respected wife and mother to a desperate
refugee.Eventually they fall into the shadowy underground network of the undocumented who
haunt the streets of Europe's cities. And then, in a busy market square in Athens, their fate takes
a frightening turn when Fereiba's teenage son, Saleem, becomes separated from the rest of the
family. Without his mother, Saleem is forced, abruptly and unforgivingly, to come of age in a
world of human trafficking and squalid refugee camps.Heartbroken, Fereiba has no choice but to
continue on with only her daughter and baby. Mother and son cross border after perilous border,
risking their lives in the hope of finding a place where they can be reunited.About the
AuthorNadia Hashimi was born and raised in New York and New Jersey. Both her parents were



born in Afghanistan and left in the early 1970s, before the Soviet invasion. In 2002, Nadia made
her first trip to Afghanistan with her parents. She is a pediatrician and lives with her family in the
Washington, DC, suburbs. She is the author of three books for adults, as well as the middle
grade novels One Half from the East and The Sky at Our Feet. Visit her online at
www.nadiahashimi.com.Read more
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Naya R, “absolutely worth it. The journey you take with the Waziri family goes beyond these
pages. You will continue to think about them and the actual refugees that are currently looking for
asylum and the effort they make to live a life we take for granted. I could not put this book down
at all!!”

Urenna, “Exquisite!. This is an exquisitely written story of a loving, middle-class family’s once
idyllic life in Kabul, Afghanistan, collapsing beneath Soviet rockets and later crumbling under
despotism by the Taliban. In first person, the story described how Fereiba Waziri, pregnant with
her third child, lost her husband, Mahmood.Fereiba had known loss all of her life, but with the
loss of her husband, and her personal histories with loss, she was limited in her coping
capabilities. Although hesitant and fearful, she realized she had to pick up the pieces of her life,
and go on without Mahmood.Mahmood was a freethinker in their society. He and Fereiba had
solidified their marriage with profound love and trust, openly discussing everything. Yet, Fereiba
always respected Mahmood’s final decision in matters. However, she later regretted they had not
moved to London earlier and, sometimes, I think, she made ill-considered decisions.Fereiba and
the children were vulnerable and immersed in their grief. Although grieving, she had to remain
calm and clear headed in front of the children. Her daughter, Samira, became mute, lacking the
verbal ability to explain what troubled her. Her son, Saleem, at fifteen, was at the age where he
was unwilling to share his problems with others. Inside, he mourned his father’s death. He felt
confused, had ambivalent attitudes concerning his brother and anger towards his
mother.Fereiba had to relearn the world without her husband. She fled with her children and
infant son, Aziz, to safe houses in Iran before landing in Turkey.Saleem’s story is told in
omniscient point of view. This is really Saleem’s story. Proud, and strong-willed, he refused to
keel over to pity. His dreams became deferred. He had to mature quickly without the guidance of
his father. In Turkey, he secured the family lodging with a kind, retired Professor, Hakan and his
wife, Hayal. Saleem worked on a tomato farm to help with their savings. He even befriended a
boy his age, but their friendship was short-lived because of Fereiba’s decision to leave
Turkey.When the family arrived in Greece, while Fereiba cleaned hotel rooms, often Saleem
provided food for them in ways he was not proud of. He discovered the dismal gloom of Afghan
refugees in Athens. At night, males in their teens and twenties, slept in a park under makeshift
tents. During the day, they scrounged for food from restaurants’ refuse or received sandwiches
from aide workers. Refugees could not obtain asylum. They could not acquire jobs. Like
Saleem’s family, they too wanted asylum in Europe and feared forced repatriation.When the
Waziri’s had saved enough to reach Italy, Saleem and his mother were separated two days
before their departure. He was arrested by police and returned to Turkey. Fereiba, faced with her
deathly ill infant, realized she had to leave without Saleem.Several weeks later, alone, Saleem
reached Italy, and became acquainted with the dark, purgatorial, underbelly society of Rome



with its unforgiving, hardened criminals. Yet, he would not give up his dream of reuniting with his
family. So, he made brave decisions a boy should not have to make at his age. But he was
between adolescence and adulthood. He would survive.I enjoyed the story immensely. I gave it
five stars.”

JacqueF, “Good Book. I read "The Pearl Broke That Its Shell," & I fell in love with the author. I
immediately bought two more of her books. The first third of "When the Moon Is Low" was as
compelling and beautifully written as "The Pearl." I was disappointed in the rest of the book -
perhaps because the main character, who I had fallen in love with became less important to the
story.I would recommend this book to anyone interested in the recent history of Afghanistan and
the struggles of the refugees as they escape the Taliban and struggle to find a new place to be
safe, accepted & live.”

CJ, “Be grateful if you can stay in your home country. This is not the first book by this author I
read. I specifically looked for books from this author because I share her appreciation for the
country and culture of Afghanistan. Her style makes characters and the storyline come alive, it
puts you into the lives and experiences of others, and it also explains the various cultural and
political influences that would cause a mother to make the difficult journey - many times on foot -
with her three small children. Not any journey, but a journey of thousands of miles, into unknown
territories, situations, and cultures to ensure the survival of her children. I am also using this
book as a tool for a volunteer project I have been associated with for almost 9 years to help
others to learn how to tell their story but also to help navigate their own journey to achieve the
dream of education. In my opinion, everyone should read this book to better understand the
human side why anyone would have to leave their country. It could help tackle the global refugee
problem that puts countries into crisis situations but can only be solved with empathy and
creativity. It cannot be solved with walls, borders, excecutive orders, deportation, and fear.”

O Webb, “A good , and educational read. I was really looking forward to reading this after
Hasimis last novel ... The "pearl that broke it's shell "..She is such a terrific writer ... This I
absolutely loved too though not as much as "pearl" to be honest ... Without spoiling the story line
it's almost impossible to describe ... However here goes !!... The theme of constant change is
again dealt with in this novel ... Shifting sands , shifting opinions , shifting places ... The first 2/3
of the novel are actually much better than the last third when , while describing something which
is without doubt horrendous , the story becomes a little repetitive and unfortunately I felt I
became a little desensitised to the horrors described ... It's a bit like watching the news and
failing to be always moved by the awfulness of what is happening in places like Syria . I liked the
ending though ... Once again I loved Hasimis characters and her descriptions are faultless ... I
understand better now the awfulness of living in Afghanistan under Taliban rule and also the
heart wrenching cruelty of both , trying to find your place in society where you don't necessarily



fit in , and HAVING to leave your homeland . I would recommend this book .”

Booknut, “Striving for a safer life.. Although this is fiction, the writer comes from an Afghan
background and writes with authority. We read so much about refugees that most of us become
inured to their plight. Of course we are moved when we learn that 39 Vietnamese die in a lorry
container, but we don’t really identify with them. This book though shares what drives a family to
risk everything, including their lives, to avoid persecution and find a safer and more productive
way of living. It makes the lives of those seeking sanctuary, personal. It will make you regard
refugees in a different light, one to which we all should be much more sympathetic.”

Wham bam, “Could not stop reading. I found this book very moving and brilliantly written. Every
word helped me imagine in detail everything that was happening from start to finish. I truly did
not want this book to come to an end,At the time of writing this review Afghanistan is going
through horrendous turmoil again and this story is even more heartbreaking. Thank you Nadia
for making me empathise even more with the plight of displaced people just wanting to be safe.”

Annelie, “Very readable and enlightening. Like her other novels, this was a really good read.
Although fictional it is based on very real experiences and details are sad and traumatic but told
in an engrossing and humane way. Gives an individual voice to the refugee crisis without being
overtly political or judgemental. The ending was a bit abrupt - I could've done with an extra
chapter.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Everyone should read this book!. This book was beautifully written and
very difficult to put down! Set initially in Afghanistan, it depicts the plight of a family forced to
leave their home, in the hope of securing a better life. The narrative fluctuates between mother
Fereiba and her fifteen year old son Saleem as they attempt to make their way to England. I
really engaged and sympathised with the protagonists, as well as many of the other characters
they met briefly on their travels. The situation depicted felt extremely realistic and at many times I
shared the feelings of fear, anxiety, hunger and hope with the characters. Indeed, 'When the
Moon is Low' feels incredibly well researched, and has particular resonances with the current
refugee plight, making it a thought-provoking, as well as engaging read.”

Margaret Butler, “Very good story, it gives the reader an entirely different .... Very good story, it
gives the reader an entirely different view of refugees who try to reach Europe, shows how brave
the Afghan women are and sadly how they have to cope with terrible things in their life, the way
the story unfolds is amazing”

The book by Patrick D. Smith has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 926 people have provided feedback.
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